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Student   name   Simon   Chirgwin   Student   number   512973  

Course/Unit   DI&C   Assignment   number   2  

Type   of   tutorial   Audio-Visual      

 
 
Overall   Comments  
 
A   detailed   and   well-considered   submission   for   Assignment   1:   ‘Combined   Image’.   
The   idea   of   (documenting)   travel/journeys   lends   itself   to   an   exploration   of   both   personal  
space,   confined   or   restricted   by   modes   of   transport,   waiting   rooms,   accommodation,  
restaurants   etc.     What   we   collect,   observe   and   take   away   with   us,   is   a   travel   diary   of  
sorts,   where   the   mundane   often   offers   a   connection   to   memory.  
 
The   submission   is   very   well   presented   with   good   references   to   photographic  
practitioners   and   also   to   artists   outsdie   of   photographic   practice   –   Hockeny,   Albers   -   also  
a   well-documented   workflow   and   detailed   reflection.  
 
I’m   impressed   by   the   way   you   were   conscious   of   and   alert   to   the   brief   while   travelling  
and   responded   to   the   opportunities   that   certain   locations   offered   (never   easy   when  
you’re   visiting   a   place   for   the   first   time),   in   addition   to   demonstrating   skills   in  
post-production   to   complete   the   images.  

 
Assessment   potential  
  
 
Assignment   1  
  
You  may  want  to  get  credit  for  your  hard  work  and  achievements  with  the  OCA  by                 
formally  submitting  your  work  for  assessment  at  the  end  of  the  module.  More  and               
more  people  are  taking  the  idea  of  lifelong  learning  seriously  by  submitting  their              
work  for  assessment  but  it  is  entirely  up  to  you.  We  are  just  as  keen  to  support  you                   
whether  you  study  for  pleasure  or  to  gain  qualifications.  Please  consider  whether             
you  want  to  put  your  work  forward  for  assessment  and  let  me  know  your  decision                



when  you  submit  Assignment  2.  I  can  then  give  you  feedback  on  how  well  your                
work   meets   the   assessment   requirements.  
 

Feedback   on   assignment   
 
The   six   high   quality   images   submitted   for   this   assignment   (with   detailed   accompanying  

notes   and   reflection)   fulfil   all   apsects   of   the   brief   and   offer   real   insight   into   your   creative  

thinking   and   technical   abilities.  

 

The   first   composite   is   very   much   a   diary-like   response   with   three   shots   of   the   carriage  

interior   and   the   train   tickets.    It   shows   how   difficult   it   can   be   to   take   candid   shots   on  

public   transport   and   capture   the   emotions   of   the   traveller,   reflecting   a   sense   of   the   need  

for   personal   space,   or   an   unwillingness   to   interact   with   other   passengers.  

 

The   following   shot   of   the   Stuttgart   tower   shows   how   a   simple   landmark,   in   a   fairly   bland  

location,   can   be   transformed   into   a   narrative   of   sorts   –   season,   day,   time.    It’s   always  

intersting   to   look   at   iconco   buildings   and   landmarks   at   different   times   of   the   day   and  

night   –   the   latter   are   very   atmospheric   –   reminiscent   of   Hokusai’s   viwes   of   Mount   Fuji.  

Some   foreground   detail   would   have   enhanced   any   narrative    but,   I’m   sure   there   was   no  

time   to   hang   around   for   that   to   happen.  

 

Although   more   personal,   the   third   image   in   the   Stockholm   restaurant   also   tends,   like   the  

first,   to   the   diary   approach.    But   it   might   also   be   seen   as   a   response   or   reaction   to   the  

current   social   media   trends   on   Instagram   and   other   apps.  

 

The   fourth   shot   works   very   well,   with   the   multi-layered   images   producing   a   sense   of   both  

time   and   depth.    It’s   also   quite   a   beautiful   object,   with   the   transparent   frames   within  

frames   inviting   the   viewer   to   look   more   closely   at   the   details   in   the   landscape.   I   can   see  

this   printed   on   perspex/acetate   and   mounted   as   a   3d   artifact.  

 

As   you   say   in   your   notes,   the   colour   pallete   in   the   5 th    shot   is   striking   and   really   helps   to  

combine   both   graphical   and   photographic   aspects.   

I   really   like   the   separate   elements   combined   in   this   panoramic   format,   with   the   arrow   at  

one   end   and   the   ticket   at   the   other.   It   also   brought   back   my   own   memories   of   my  

journey   on   this   shuttle   and   that   particular   trip.   

  

The   final   shot   feels   like   a   still   out   of   a   David   Lynch   movie.    I   don’t   think   it   matters  

particularly   if   the   seams   of   the   collage   are   visible;   the   idea   of   bringing   together   this  

series   of   travellers   creates   a   strange,   disjointed   tableaux   which   reflects   the   nature   of  

waiting   in   places   like   this   –   restless,   tired,   bored,   daydreaming    The   inclusion   of   the  

youngster   in   the   foreground   taking   in   this   spectacle   enhances   the   narrative   –   what   is   she  

making   of   it   all?  



 

Maybe   my   one   general   suggestion   about   all   of   these   images   is   their   orderliness,   and  

perhaps   –   like   some   of   the   Sloth   work   that   you   refer   to   –   you   could   explore   the   impact   of  

more   random   and   less   precise   compositions?  

 

It’s   interesting   when   you   write:   

 
‘I’m   intrigued   by   the   way   the   physical   assemblies   seem   less   finished   somehow  
than   the   compositions   put   together   in   Photoshop.’  
 
I   think   that   most   people   would   respond   in   this   way   to   the   idea   of   collage/decollage;  

similarly,   the   idea   that   a   picture   in   a   frame   is   a   more   complete   object   –   cultural  

expectations   perhaps?  

 

Although   you   write   in   your   self-assessement   that   the   images,   
 
‘…all   tend   towards   the   more   pictorialist   (or   possibly   graphic   design-ey)   end   of   the  
spectrum.’  
 

..there   is   a   strong   concept   behind   each   (and   as   you   say)   a   clear   narrative   that   invites   the  
viewer   to   look   deeper   and   to   consider   a   personal   response   to   the   ideas   you   explore.  
 
Kurt   Schwitters   ofetn   used   the   same   kind   of   travel   detritus   in   his   own   collage   work   –   the  
end   products   are   often   quite   impenetrable.   Take   a   look   at   this   :   ‘Opened   by   Customs’.  
The   title   has   a   stronger   narrative   than   the   work,   I   think.  

 
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/kurt-schwitters-1912  
 
Good   to   know   that   this   has   opened   up   creative   and   technical   paths   that   you   can   explore  

further   in   the   future.  

 

Coursework  
Demonstration   of   technical   and   Visual   Skills,   Demonstration   of  
Creativity   
 
Detailed   responses   to   exercises   from   the   course,   and   clear   that   this   work   has  
been   important   in   your   assignment   strategies   ;   the   two   extra   Stuttgart  
montages   are   good   variations   of   the   assignmemt   version.    VG   detailed  
workfow   and   reflective   account   of   for   the   first   assignment.   Very   useful   to   see  
how   you   went   about   constructing   the   images.    Great   shot   of   the   lighting   set  
up   for   your   Heinz   shot.  
 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/kurt-schwitters-1912


Research  
Context,   reflective   thinking,   critical   thinking,   analysis    
You   write   in   your   self-assessemnt:   
 
‘What   I   have   not   managed   to   do   yet   is   to   come   up   with   a   way   of   writing   about   theory  
without   it   simply   reading   as   a   paraphrase’  
 

The   best   approach,   I   think,   is   to   apply   it   to   both   your   own   work   and   that   of   other  

practitioners,   wherever   you   can;   good   practice   for   (self)   critical   analysis.  

 

Excellent   research   throughout   and   real   evidence   of   research   into   practice   both   as   a  

critical   framework   and   in   the   individual   elements   of   the   assignment.  

 

Good   to   hear   that   you’re   finding   conversations   and   interactions   with   your   peers   useful   –  

it   is   a   really   good   way   of   addressing   complex   theoretical   issues.  

 

Learning   Log  
Context,   reflective   thinking,   critical   thinking,   analysis    
 
As   mentioned   above,   good   to   see   that   your   are   communicating   with   your  
peers   –   and   to   see   their   comments   posted   in   your   learning   log.    I   take   note   of  
the   amount   of   time   it   can   take   making   entries   and   the   need   to   balance   the  
assignment   and   coursework   with   independent   enquiry   and   entries   in   the   log  
(as   a   journal).    But   this   is   something   you’ll   find   easier   as   the   course  
progresses.  
 
 
Suggested   Reading  
 
The   next   assignment   is   the   production   of   a   12   page   book   for   :   ‘The   Archive’   .  
When   you   have   a   rough   idea   of   what   you   might   want   to   do,   feel   free   to   get   in  
touch   and   I   will   try   to   provide   you   with   examples/reference   material   amd  
associated   reading.  
 
 

Summary   
 
Strengths   Areas   for   development  



Concept   into   practice  
Breadth   of   research  
Clear   and   articulate   reflection  
 
 
 
 

Nothing   beyond   that   which   hasa   already  
been   mentioned   in   the   feedback  

 

 
Please   inform   me   of   how   you   would   like   your   feedback   for   the   next  
assignment:   written   or   video/audio.  
 

Tutor   name   Russell   Murray  

Date    15   April   19  

Next   assignment  
due  

15   June   19  

 


