
Formative feedback
Student name Simon Chirgwin Student number 512973

Course/Unit DI&C Assignment number 4

Type of tutorial Audio-Visual

Google Hangout,  June 8th  about 60 mins

Overall Comments

Notes made by Simon during a long video tutorial and then added to (and expanded 
upon) by Russell.

These thoughts have been assembled from my notes taken during a quite long and 
wide-ranging  discussion.  Some recollection beyond my notes has gone into this, as 
well as some further thought over the last week or so (SC)

(RM This is a detailed summary of our conversation.  Very productive, engaging ideas 
and prolific output – impressive all round)

Assessment potential
 

Assignment 4 Assessment potential

I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that 
you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the 
work you have shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the 
course, I believe you have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet 
all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, which 
I will outline in my feedback.



Feedback on assignment 

There is a lot there, with the assignment comprising at least nine posts in my blog 
(an index/contents page, a - less brief than it might/ought to have been - positioning 
text and then seven separate ‘outputs’ looking at different ways to present what was 
growing into a large body of images. We ran through the outputs one by one.

Output 1 - pretty much what we talked about during the A3 tutorial - making a large 
number of pictures of objects and cataloguing them. This worked as a starting point 
for further examination on the theme of digital identity..

Output 2 - I had put together some items with a  shared connection - trips to 
Moscow in the early noughties -  with the addition of text/tagging and also some 
photographs from my wider archive taken at the time. This was heavily curated and 
raises questions of the extent that I should be actively involved in curating the 
outputs and explaining them, and how much should be left to chance and to the 
viewer.

(At this point we talked about Chloe Dewi Matthews’ work Shot at dawn  - it was part 
of the same Tate Modern exhibition where I had picked up on Taryn Simon whose 
work underpins the second output; we talked about the extent to which the text is 
necessary to trigger the meaning in Matthews pictures and how they are taken from 
the POV of the firing squad rather than the man who was about to be shot) 

Output 3  - Brian Eno + harnessing the random.  ‘I really like what you’ve done here’  - 
Russell went on to pick out the way the pictures ‘give value to objects’ This is good, 
and exactly what I’m trying to get to...  

Output 4 - the videos explain exactly what’s going on - they are about selection 
followed by display and dissemination.

Output 5 - the way the data contained within some of the pictured objects spins off 
and makes links - for me, here,  but also raises the question of the use made of it by 
3rd parties with access to it. Like reading Foucault on the panopticon this sparks 
thoughts of Covid and contact tracing and tracking people’s movements through 
their phone etc… In a sense, all this work could be seen as a collection of mementos 
mori.

Output 6 - Nobody (including a number of peers who have provided feedback) really 
seems to be getting the ‘Who is this?’ stuff. I - SC - still think it’s interesting, but will 
drop it for now. What seems to work better are the unboxing sequences and the 
other assemblies playing with some of the objects. The ‘door’ composite with two 
cardboard statues could form the entrance to the virtual gallery planned for 
assignment 6 and the assessment submission.

Output 7  - the floral wallpaper brings to mind June Street (Parr and Meadows) . 
Probably this strand of the work will provide a structure for the next assignment 



where this work will be completed. We also discussed how this was likely to grow 
into an ongoing strand of my practice, and would probably recur as part of or 
alongside my work as I progress to complete my degree. 

Coursework
Complete for part 4 of DIC.  A good wide ranging appraisal of where we have 
reached in our digital lives.

Research
Research has combined well with the development of technical skills (esp lighting - cf 
the pictures of bottles and the apple packaging) and has fed into this assignment at 
a conceptual level too.

Learning Log
Tailoring my  learning log to fit the constraints (particularly in terms of assessor time) 
of an online-only assessment event will be a useful part of here, I think.

Suggested reading/viewing
● ‘June Street’ (1972) - Martin Parr and Daniel Meadows’ photographs of how 

identical terraced houses had developed differently according to their occupants. 
(http://www.britishphotography.org/artists/19177/ei/2087/daniel-meadows-and-
martin-parr-daniel-meadows-and-martin-parr-june-street-salford-1973 or 
https://www.magnumphotos.com/arts-culture/society-arts-culture/martin-parr-
manchester/)

● WG Sebald - The Rings of Saturn (bought from Amazon after the tutorial, but not 
yet started)

● Maria Konto on Minimalist Decluttering (she features a lot in one of the books I’m 
working through - The longing for less -  living with minimalism - Kyle Chayka 
(2019)

●  Kurt Schwitters (again!) - audio pieces/musique concrete - Ur Sonata - and I 
should reread the large chunk about him in What are you looking at? - 150 years 
of modern art in the blink of an eye by Will Gompertz.

  

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment
Keep going!
Continue to experiment with creating outputs using the images contained in 
the assignment 4 archive in different ways.
Develop a balance between directing the viewer (1st person narrative) and 
giving them space to develop their own ideas about what is going on (3rd 
person narrative.
Think about presentation, particularly in light of the likelihood of assessment 
still being without a physical element for the foreseeable future.



Remember that this assignment has potential to be developed further after 
the completion of DIaC; there is no need to explore everything and to go 
down every rabbit hole!

Tutor name Russell Murray

Date 27 June 20

Next assignment 
due

20 August 20


